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which has always borne this tide. It is said to have been a Pagan temple
of Diana before it was converted to the worship of the true God. It was
rebuilt by Pope Adrian I in 772. This festival has been kept in many
places a holiday. In the twelfth century, and probably long before, till
the change of religion, it was observed in England a holiday of the second
rank, in which all servile work was forbid except agriculture. Our pious
Saxon ancestors had a singular devotion to St Peter and St John the
Evangelist.

Our divine Saviour, as a mark of his special favour, and to put their
love to the test, asked his two disciples, James and John, whether they
could drink of the cup of which he was to drink. His sufferings he
called his cup, first, because out of the excess of his love for man he was
pressed with a burning desire to suffer and die for his redemption, as with
a vehement thirst, which nothing but the ignominies and cruel torments
of his cross could satiate.1 O ardent desire of Jesus to suffer for us!
O love of his cross! Secondly, because among the Jews a portion which
fell to a person's lot was called his cup, Jesus, by this expression, gives
us to understand that his cross and sufferings were allotted him by his
eternal Father as his portion, and that from the first moment of his
Incarnation he accepted it cheerfully from his hands, with an entire sub-
mission to his will, offering himself as a victim perfectly to accomplish it.
He presents his cup to his servants to drink, because there is nothing which
produces in them so perfect a conformity with himself, or improves more
wonderfully all heroic virtues in their souls, or obtains more abundantly
for them the greatest graces, provided we bear our cross with him, embrace
it affectionately for his love, and offer our sufferings to him, uniting them
with his. O precious cross 1 you are the high royal road to heaven,
sanctified and made divine by our sovereign Head, who opened it and
showed the way in which all his elect follow him. St John suffered above
the other saints a martyrdom of love, being a martyr and more than a
martyr at the foot of his divine Master, with the true lovers of Jesus,
Magdalen and the Blessed Virgin mother. All his sufferings were by
love and compassion imprinted in his soul, and thus shared by him.
O singular happiness of St John, to have stood under the cross of Christ,
so near his divine person, when the other disciples had all forsaken him!
O extraordinary privilege, to have suffered martyrdom in the person of
Jesus and been eye-witness of all he did or endured, and of all that
happened to him in that great sacrifice and mystery! 2 Here he drank of
his cup; this was truly a martyrdom, and our Saviour exempted all those
who had assisted at the martyrdom of his cross from suffering death by
the hands of persecutors. St John, nevertheless, received also the crown
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